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A A Better Tool for ED Fall Risk Assessments:

The Monego-Barra ED Fall Risk Assessment Tool (MoBa)
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Background ~_ Discussion

Design: Retrospective chart review; IRB-approved research project iStron.g gensiti\{ity IS paramount for
Patient falls commonly occur in Setting: 9 EDs spanning 3 states of varying sizes(critical access, community, dentifying patients at-risk to falling. The

emergency departments (EDs). Due to tertiary/quaternary) sensitivity was strongest for the MoBa.
high patlent volumes, patient acuity, and Sample:

turnover in EDs, it is difficult to

achieve timely and accurate

identification of patients at-risk for

falling.

Limitations were based on the nature of
Interrater Reliability: 2 nurses per site individually assessed a convenience sample of 25

298 Falls + 298 PI's applied Sensitivity &

paired random \_each of the 4 e ificity a retrospective chart review and being
enc:::t‘;ar: evefra" risk tools to_/calculated using reliant on the quality of documentation.
" 26-0 For the Memorial, it was difficult to fully
discern if a patient had fallen within the
previous 3§ months. For the Morse, itis

» The researchers’ organization utilizes adult patients in 6 of the EDs (3 EDs were unable to maintain participation in the research
the Morse Fall Risk Assessment Tool project due to competing demands). The percent agreement for each factor was calculated. unclear how to translate "secondary
(Morse) diagnosis” to the ED setting—Does it
. . . . mean =2 Chief Complaints or >2
. ?/r\]/lg%gntlhnecg:]:;r:’cgrrlg‘i ogff%trl;netdlels diagnoses in their medical history? The
o P findings demonstrate the MoBa has

review of literature to identify ED-
specific fall risk tools:

strong sensitivity and reasonable
specificity and could be a beneficial tool

. Kinder 1Fall Risk Assessment Tool Sensitivity: Those who were assessed as . -
(Kinder) and the Memorial ED Fall Risk at-risk to falling, fel foruse in the ED.
Assessment Tool (Memorial) Specificity: Those who were assessed as
* Based on the researchers’ experience not at-risk to falling, did not fall . o
and the review of literature, — 88 29, ) |mp|lcathnS FOI‘
additional ED patient fall risk factors Interrater Reliability Percent 39 05 SO0 .
were identified. Agreement per MoBa Factor =" 78.9% Pra ctice

* Thisled to the development of the
Monego-Barra ED Fall Risk
Assessment Tool (MoBa).

Purposes

Appropriate fall risk assessment can
contribute to patient safety. Next steps
include deploying the MoBa in diverse

- Ds to understand feasibility of the tool
In practice.

* To establishinterrater reliability of the
MoBa

* To evaluate sensitivity and specificity
of three valid and reliable tools and the
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